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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 
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Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No.273 of liay ist 
repeated for intormation to U.h. Delecetion New York 
Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, Jedda, British liiddle Jast 
Office amd Jerusalen, 
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My telegram 0,261 about current events here 


Palestine. 


Regent left for Iraq yesterday afternoon by air 
leaving his military etce eect behind, rime 
Minister of Syria and Chief of Syrian General Staff arrived 
here by road the same afternoon, ‘The visit was made 
on their own initiative ami is a striking event after 
Syria's earlier refusals to treat Trans-Jordan as an 
equal, A representative of the Egyptian cause also 
arrived last night and all military representatives are 
now embarking on examination of technical details as 
foretold in paragraph 6 of telecram under_reference 
Trans-Jordan is represented by Albel Jadir el Jundi and 
Glubb [?omission] does not attend. 


2. ott and Lebanese Prime _inisters have 

abandoned the idea of going to Riyadh and I umerstand that 
an Jgyptian official the Arab League has gone there 
instead. The es Ministers returned here from igypt with 
a scheme to induce King Abdullah to visit Beirut a 
Damascus accompanied by the Regent who was willing to 

0. The i flatly refused to do so am it was after 

gue Deteset that the Syrian Prime }“inister decided to come 

o an. 


5. In the course of the (erp undec ? afternoon] it 
was suggested at an early stage that as the Arab Legion was 
ready and on the spot it should act at once without 

waiting for the other Arab forces to get into position, 


/The Prime )inister 
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vhe rime . inister's visit made it quite clear that 

he is [grp undec Yauthorised to]ast independently under the 
present decision in favour of joins intervention, ie 

also insisted on Syria, Lebanon and igypt indicating now 
in clear terms the extent to which they would be able to 
help in men and equipment, 


4, The burnin: questicn at the moment is 

Jerusalem and the leaders here are torn between fear 
of the Jews oe control cver al! Jerusalem on 
the one hand and realisation of their own unpreparedness 
= reiteration that nothing must be done while the 
mandate existed cn the other hand. ‘he positicn is 
petentially very dangerous and any indication that a 
Jewish occupation of Jerusalem was imminent woula 
probably result in ill considered action with a complete 

isregard of the consequences, 


5. Azzam told me that he had two Jzyotian 
brigadeson the southern frontier of valestine and asked 
whether jritish troops at Rafah would intervene if 

tians moved into .alestine and how long the 
British proposed to stay at ‘afah. I replied that as I 
understood the situaticn the 3ritish at ~afah would be 
bound to react te any move before the end of the iandate. 
I had no knowledge of iritish plans about afah and was 
not likely to be given any answer cn the subject. 


Foreign Office please pass to U.i:. delegation New York, 
Jedda and Jerusalem as my telerams llos.21, 24 and +42 
respectively. . 


(Repeated to U... Delegation New York and Jedda 
and copies sent to Telezranh Section Colonial Cffice 
for repetition to Jerusalem]. 


Advance copies sent to Secretary of State for 
Colonies and copy to )’iddle ‘ast Secretariat]. 
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